Challenge in Religious
Studies: Key Stage 3
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Whole school priority

Context:

AOver 50% of our learners fall into the High Ability Banding
AStudents from over 90 feeder primary schools
ADemands for rigour at GCSE and beyond



How werecogniseghese learners?

Students who:

ALearn more quickly

AThink outside the box

AAsk searching questions

AWorkindependently to go into more depth

AChallenge acceptell KS2 NA SaY W2 KéKQ
AMay be bored, disengaged, may even misbehave
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YEAR 7 PUPIL VOICE

TELL US WHAT YOU THINK ABOUT CHALLENGE IN RS
: What do you think challenge is? What might it look i r feel like, in a lesson?

Ad 2 K @e/chooseour own aim and learn :
neW thing@ 8’ i On a scale of 1 to 5, where 5 is the most challenging and 1 is the least challenging, how

Ad feel most challenged when we are doing
power writesb €

A 4 2 N\ = - . 1 f Cna sntlxla of 1 to 5, where 5 is the most challenging and 1 is the least challenging, how
a K @yh ave d I SC u SS I O n S I I ke , I S G O d E challenging have youifound your P.25 lessons so 'F;r at Blue Cr::r‘f? ;
2 E When do you feel most challenged in RS? Can you give some examples?
realK Q ¢

Ad , 2edfly need to dig deep to explain |
your an SW@ 8’ . When do you feel least challenged in RS? Can you give some examples?

Ad think | understand most things but it is |
never easy and it makes you really thing ot e 3 s G ot

E Why? Can you give some examples?




Challenge activities

AAs a team we have fevaluated the point of some of our lessans
what do we really want them to learn and how challenging is it.

AFor example:

To compare the different gospel accounts of the
Christmas storand understand the context within
with they were written

To understand the different gospel
accounts of the Christmas story

What was life like in the ghettos for
Jewish people?

How was Jewish lifdehumanisedecause of the
Nuremberg laws? Does this still happen today?

To understand sources of moral
authority; the 10 commandments and
the 5 pillars of Islam

To evaluate whether you need to follow a religious
moral code to be a morally good person
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We sometimes give the students a choice of tasks which challenge
appropriately each group of studens® that they can self differentiate.

Explain, using relevant quotations, MLK's hopes and dreams, as explained in his 'T have a dream’ speech
to show your understanding of his speech. Annotate the speech to show the literary techniques that
make this successful e.g. repetition.

Read Romans 12: 9-21. This is a letter written by St Paul which gives advice to Christians on how to
live. You should explain the relevance of the Christian teachings to Martin Luther King. Explain how he
demonstrated his Christian beliefs through his actions, and with reference to his speech.

Write your own 'dream’ speech tfalking about your dreams and aspirations for the world today. Think
carefully about the main issues and problems we have in our society. Explain your ideas and why they
are important to you and how they relate to your religious beliefs. Are they similar or different from
MLK's dreams? How?

Evaluate to what extent you think MLK's dreams have come true today. Independent research will be
needed in order to find modern day examples of racism and discrimination and different races living
together peacefully.)



Changing the language, and support given to all
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Who was Jesus?

Learning objectives:

v To describe things that Jesus did to show

Ertg;r he was not just an ordinary human

Task...

* You will be working in your pairs.

v To understand what the terms Son of God e Asa pair' your task it to make a case for Jesus
and Son of Man mean and give evidence for .
each (L4). as Son of God or Son of Man. I will tell you

v To explain why Jesus is given the names . . .
Son of God and Son of Man (L5), which on you will be arguing.

v To confidently and clearly make links . e
between Jlesu’é’s actions ng experiences » You need to produce a piece of writing together
(g s roles as Son of God and Son of Man that make this case. (not immediately!)

v To evaluate whether the title Son of Man
or Son of God best suits Jesus (L7).



Tips/Help...

» What does "Make a case for.." mean?
» How will you do it?
» How will you show your levels?

» What info could you use from last lesson?
» How much do you need for YOUR task?

» What else do you need to consider?

» VCOP?

» Structure?
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Peer Assessment [g

» Read their work

o I think that your
work is Level ___.

o This is because you
have.... (EXPLAIN
why you have given
them this)

o To improve your
work you could...
(make a sensible
suggestion - level
related and/or
VCOP)

Success Criteria

i
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» Level 5 - their piece of work explains

with developed reasons and examples

« Level 6 - their piece of work explains

with developed reasons and examples
why Jesus is called SofG/Sof M. They
have also explained why this term is
useful to Xns today.

Level 7 - their piece of work explains
with developed reasons and examples
why Jesus is called SefG/SofM. They
have considered why the opposite term
is useful for some people. They also
explain which term best describes

Jesus and why in detail. ,.f'




Students as teacherslearning from each other across thechool

Our Year 13 students went to Auschwitz as part of their A level RS; they then delivered lesso
CSENI pE aKEFENAY3I GKSANI GK2dzZa3Kda 2y WgKSNEB
to evaluate the questiorng just like an A level AO2 essay!
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Do you find your RS homework challenglng ,

YEAR 7 PUPIL VOICE
TELL US WHAT YOU THINK ABOUT CHALLENGE I

AYes when | can choose the hardest. | R —
chose to find out about a Buddhist |
festival because | had never learnt that — Sssiwemmmmas e
before o o o e s

AWhen we do a long term project on our R
own and | have to plan it out b b o e e

| When do you feel most challenged in RS? Can you give some examples?

AYes because | really want to impress the
class if | have to show it. Like my
artwork : When do you feel least challenged in RS? Can you give some examples?

AL QY Yy SOSNI & dzAwken & UWI—W%NTT
had to answer each others big [ER———
guestions |




Homework task sheet

1. Read all of the questions below.
2. Cross out the questions that you wouldn't find interesting (up to &)

C h al I e n e h O | I l ew0 r k . As your project homework, start to enquire into these questions. You
should be researching the answer to the questions and recording your

findings in your scrapbook in any form you want,

a3

Questions
Homework — choose one of the following... 1. Explain why pre Jewish life was so diverse.
2. 'God is dead.’ Why would some people think that this statement is true?
1. What do other people think about God? Ask 3 people Link your response to the Holocaust
(fpiends/family 31-(;‘) about what They believe about God 3. Victims of the Holocaust should be remembered in Britain in the same
and write a sentence about each response in your book. way as Tallen soldiers who have fought for their country.” How far do you

agree with this point of view? Explain your response.
4. What is Holocaust denial and why is it a crime in some countries?

2. Explain with reasons what 3 people think about God. ) )
5. All students in the UK must learn about the Holocaust. Explain why you

Write a mini paragraph on each response in full

sentences in your book. think the government made this decision.

6. 500,000 Jews were imprisoned in the Warsaw Ghetto. 400,000 people
survived. How did these people find meaning in their lives?

3. —Q—Cha"en € - Explam with reasons what 3 people think 7. It is often said to be wrong to show the ‘Boy in the Striped Pyjomas’ when

about God. Write a mini paragraph on each response in
full sentences in your book. Write a paragraph that
compares one person's belief to your own belief. How
are they similar/different? Explain with reasons.

teaching about the Holocaust, Could you explain why people have this
opinion?

Ooo! Ooo!
Me! I'll do it!
Pick mel!

8. How did Jews return to life after liberation?

9. Compare the Helocoust to an act of a modern genocide.

10. The Holocaust was an attack on humanity. How did people respand to
this?

11. In a world where entire communities were destroyed” | where most
survivors could only find absence, isolation and loss, how did survivors
struggle on?

12.°All humans have the ability To act in evil ways’. To what extent is this
true? Explain your opinion.

13. Why do you think there is such a focus on the Jewish population as
victims of dehumanisation when this was only 60% of the persecution that
took place by the Nazis?



Curiosity projects



