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Whole school priority

Context: 

ÅOver 50% of our learners fall into the High Ability Banding

ÅStudents from over 90 feeder primary schools

ÅDemands for rigour at GCSE and beyond



How we recognisethese learners?

Students who:

ÅLearn more quickly

ÅThink outside the box

ÅAsk searching questions

ÅWork independently to go into more depth

ÅChallenge accepted ǘƘŜƻǊƛŜǎΥ Ψ²ƘȅΚΩ

ÅMay be bored, disengaged, may even misbehave



The project
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Åά²ƘŜƴ we choose our own aim and learn 
new thingsΦέ

ÅάL feel most challenged when we are doing 
power writesΦέ

Åά²ƘŜƴ we have discussions like, 'Is God 
realΚΩέ

Åά¸ƻǳ really need to dig deep to explain 
your answerΦέ

ÅάL think I understand most things but it is 
never easy and it makes you really thinkΦέ

When do you feel challenged in RS?



Challenge activities

ÅAs a team we have re-evaluated the point of some of our lessons ς
what do we really want them to learn and how challenging is it. 

ÅFor example:

To understand the different gospel 
accounts of the Christmas story 

To compare the different gospel accounts of the 
Christmas story and understand the context within 
with they were written 

What was life like in the ghettos for 
Jewish people?

How was Jewish life dehumanisedbecause of the 
Nuremberg laws? Does this still happen today?

To understand sources of moral 
authority; the 10 commandments and 
the 5 pillars of Islam

To evaluate whether you need to follow a religious 
moral code to be a morally good person



Lǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ƘǳƎŜ ƧƻōΗ

We sometimes give the students a choice of tasks which challenge 
appropriately each group of studentsso that they can self differentiate.



Changing the language, and support given to all 
ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ΨǘƻǇ ŘƻǿƴΩ ƭŜǎǎƻƴǎ





Students as teachers - learning from each other across the school

Our Year 13 students went to Auschwitz as part of their A level RS; they then delivered lessons to 
¸ŜŀǊ фΣ ǎƘŀǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘǎ ƻƴ ΨǿƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ DƻŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ IƻƭƻŎŀǳǎǘΚΩ ŀƴŘ ǘŜŀŎƘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ Ƙƻǿ 
to evaluate the question ςjust like an A level AO2 essay! 



ÅYes when I can choose the hardest. I 
chose to find out about a Buddhist 
festival because I had never learnt that 
before

ÅWhen we do a long term project on our 
own and I have to plan it out

ÅYes because I really want to impress the 
class if I have to show it. Like my 
artwork

ÅLΩƳ ƴŜǾŜǊ ǎǳǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ - when we 
had to answer each others big 
questions

Do you find your RS homework challenging?



Challenge homework



Curiosity projects


