
1	  



All	  of	  the	  recently	  published	  documents	  support	  this	  view	  eg	  OFSTED,	  RE	  for	  Real	  etc	  
Joy’s	  chapter	  documenCng	  and	  analysing	  visits	  to	  the	  synagogue	  supports	  this.	  
SMSC	  remains	  a	  key	  indicator,	  for	  OFSTED,	  in	  judging	  the	  overall	  effecCveness	  of	  the	  
school.	  (p	  10	  Plymouth	  Agreed	  Syllabus).	  

2	  



Own	  experience	  
I	  have	  visited	  several	  mosques	  in	  this	  country	  and	  abroad	  and	  always	  found	  the	  
experience	  useful	  in	  terms	  of	  learning.	  Always	  been	  welcomed	  warmly.	  When	  
training	  to	  be	  an	  RE	  teacher,	  visiCng	  places	  of	  worship	  was	  one	  the	  best	  way	  of	  
learning	  about	  the	  religion.	  This	  was	  evidenced	  by	  an	  evaluaCve	  feedback	  form	  
undertaken	  by	  all	  students	  and	  analysed	  by	  the	  tutor	  in	  order	  to	  jusCfy	  the	  
considerable	  funding	  needed	  to	  allow	  visits	  to	  places	  of	  worship	  all	  over	  the	  country.	  
A	  very	  valuable	  part	  of	  the	  course	  was	  to	  organise	  the	  visits	  ourselves	  in	  groups	  to	  
emulate	  a	  school	  visit.	  This	  showed	  how	  much	  work	  needs	  to	  go	  into	  planning	  a	  visit	  
and	  how	  problemaCc	  it	  can	  be.	  Funnily	  enough,	  my	  journey	  in	  becoming	  an	  RE	  
teacher	  started	  when	  I	  organised	  a	  training	  session	  for	  staff	  at	  a	  leisure	  centre	  in	  
Plymouth	  which	  included	  a	  faith	  speaker	  from	  the	  Islamic	  community	  and	  first	  met	  
Jonathan	  Marshall	  of	  the	  Plymouth	  Centre	  for	  Faiths	  and	  Cultural	  Diversity	  who	  
ulCmately	  inspired	  me	  to	  become	  an	  RE	  teacher.	  
Experience	  of	  others	  
1.  SACRE	  –	  Head	  of	  a	  primary	  school	  in	  Plymouth	  had	  50%	  of	  pupils	  withdraw	  from	  a	  

recent	  trip	  to	  the	  local	  mosque.	  One	  parent	  started	  a	  campaign	  and	  it	  spread.	  This	  
is	  despite	  the	  Head	  herself	  being	  a	  muslim	  and	  having	  a	  school	  meeCng	  to	  explain	  
what	  the	  visit	  was	  about.	  	  “parents	  are	  the	  biggest	  problem”.	  
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Health	  and	  safety	  –	  copious	  amount	  of	  paperwork	  to	  do	  with	  risk	  assessments	  that	  
are	  associated	  with	  outside	  visits.	  A	  visit	  to	  the	  mosque	  will	  be	  closely	  scruCnised	  by	  
SLT.	  Parents	  someCmes	  refuse	  permission.	  
Finance	  –	  many	  schools	  do	  not	  have	  a	  budget	  for	  visits	  to	  places	  of	  worship	  and	  so	  
contribuCons	  need	  to	  be	  sought	  from	  families,	  some	  of	  whom	  will	  find	  it	  difficult	  to	  
fund	  such	  trips.	  Also,	  staff	  need	  to	  be	  covered	  when	  out	  of	  school.	  
Profile	  –	  o^en	  the	  profile	  of	  RE	  is	  low	  in	  a	  school	  and	  permission	  to	  miss	  other	  
lessons,	  such	  as	  English	  and	  Maths	  for	  a	  day	  trip	  out	  to	  a	  place	  of	  worship	  may	  not	  be	  
sancConed	  by	  SLT.	  
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Terrorism	  –	  this	  could	  not	  be	  more	  topical.	  9/11,	  7/7,	  terrorist	  connecCons	  of	  
Finsbury	  Park	  Mosque,	  Lee	  Rigby,	  Russian	  air	  crash,	  Paris	  acacks,	  
Media	  –	  “we	  are	  in	  a	  society	  where	  most	  people	  are	  taught	  nothing	  about	  Islam	  
while	  being	  bombarded	  by	  the	  media	  with	  sensaConalised,	  negaCve	  images	  of	  Arabs	  
and	  Muslims”	  p	  81	  Van	  Driel	  
Prevent	  –	  since	  the	  summer	  there	  is	  a	  new	  duty	  on	  schools	  as	  part	  of	  this	  strategy.	  A	  
visit	  to	  the	  mosque	  could	  contribute	  to	  a	  school’s	  duty	  in	  this	  area	  but	  not	  everyone	  
might	  see	  it	  in	  this	  way.	  
Pedagogy	  –	  non	  specialists	  lack	  confidence	  in	  teaching	  about	  controversial	  subjects	  
(OFSTED	  RE	  for	  Real)	  
RE	  Online	  encourages	  teachers	  to	  take	  students	  on	  visits,	  “learning	  inside	  the	  
classroom	  is	  enhanced	  by	  learning	  outside	  it”	  and	  dedicates	  many	  pages	  to	  help	  
teachers	  to	  organise	  outside	  visits.	  
RE	  teachers	  need	  to	  think	  carefully	  about	  HOW	  they	  are	  going	  to	  tackle	  teaching	  
about	  world	  faiths.	  One	  approach,	  which	  I	  have	  used	  successfully	  is	  Bob	  Jackson’s	  
interpretaCve	  approach.	  This	  seeks	  to	  support	  religious	  literacy.	  
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Newly	  published	  advice	  from	  the	  AssociaCon	  for	  CiCzenship	  Teaching	  has	  proved	  
useful	  here.	  
RE	  for	  REal	  report	  recommends	  that	  there	  should	  be	  a	  focus	  in	  contemporary	  issues	  
and	  the	  role	  of	  religion	  and	  belief	  in	  current	  affairs	  and	  controversies.	  
David	  Hay	  suggests	  it	  is	  the	  RE	  teachers	  duty	  to	  “counter	  narrowing	  influences”	  and	  
encourage	  students	  to	  see	  things	  from	  a	  different	  perspecCve.	  
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My	  	  porjolio	  will	  show	  the	  logisCcs	  of	  a	  visit	  including	  lecers	  to	  parents,	  preparatory	  
work	  in	  the	  classroom	  and	  so	  on.	  
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